
Walking out of 
King’s Cross under-
ground station and 
heading down the 
boulevard towards 
the Regent’s Canal, 
in what I think is 
the first day of real 
spring sunshine, I re-
ally noticed how the 
sunlight can make a 
plain, disused, red 
brick factory look 
stunning against the 
clear blue sky and 
shimmering canal.  
Yet I couldn’t help but no-
tice a real lack of green, 
except for a few patches of 
ivy.

London is made up of 
hundreds of canals stream-
ing from the Thames, and 
these canals have a vibrant 
history of trade, having 
played a huge role in the 
Industrial Revolution.  

Since the  1960’s  the ca-
nals were virtually made 
redundant and have been 
left as nothing more than 
tourist attractions.  

The London Wildlife 
Trust has taken a huge in-
terest in Regent’s Canal and 
its conservation potential 
in such an urbanised area; 
especially being so closely 
linked to one of the Trust’s 
major hubs, Camley Street 
Natural Park.

It is here that a real dif-
ference has been made to 
the canal environment, 
through the concept and 
completion of the Floating 
Forest Garden.  

The canal has always 

been littered with 
barges, some of 
which have become 
residential homes,  
or even abandoned.  

The Canal and Riv-
er’s Trust generously 
donated a disused 
barge to the Camley 
Street team, and this 
was the beginning of 
a fantastic new proj-
ect.

Using 60 tons of 
soil, 150 different 
plants, a mass of re-
cycled materials and 
the help of volun-
teers, the floating 
garden was made.  
“It’s huge!” Said Joe, 
a loyal volunteer at 
Camley Street.

Entirely based on 
a woodland ecosys-
tem, this garden pro-
vides a sanctuary for 
a vast array of bird 
and insect species, as 

well as providing fruit and 
vegetables for harvesting.  

The success of this proj-
ect and the beauty of the 
floating garden has in-
spired the London Wildlife 
Trust to use this idea in 
other project areas around 
London, but hopefully this 
innovative idea will be ad-
opted by more than just a 
single charity.  

Perhaps one day I will 
walk from King’s Cross and 
be blown away by a green 
canal vibrant with wildlife.

Portable 
gardens; the 
new urban 
environment.  
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Camley St ‘s 
first floating 
woodland; 
true urban 
innovation.

60 tons 
of soil, 
150 
plants 
... ‘It’s 
huge!’


